SKODA Motorsport, w....

Rally Spain: Full speed towards the title with
three SKODA Fabia R5 works cars

> For the first time in WRC 2, three SKODA Fabia R5 works cars will start a rally:
Lappi/Ferm, Tidemand/Axelsson and Kopecky/Dresler

> SKODA leads WRC 2 team standings, Lappi second in the drivers’ standings

> SKODA Motorsport Director Michal Hrabanek: “We want to be up there at the
front again at this rally”

Mlada Boleslav, 20 October 2015 - A first for SKODA Motorsport: The Rally
Spain (22 to 25 October) will be the first WRC 2 rally to be contested by three
SKODA works duos in the Fabia R5. A Finnish/Swedish/Czech driving crew will
line up for SKODA at the penultimate WRC 2 event of the season: Alongside
Esapekka Lappi/Janne Ferm (FIN/FIN), who are currently second in the
standings, Asia-Pacific champions Pontus Tidemand/Emil Axelsson(S/S) and
Czech rally champions Jan Kopecky/Pavel Dresler (CZ/CZ) will be in action in
Spain. SKODA Motorsport has a commanding lead in the current WRC 2 team
standings. The new Fabia R5 has finished on the podium at all six of its
appearances in the WRC 2 this season.

“As a mixed rally held on asphalt and gravel, the Rally Spain is extremely challenging for
drivers and cars alike. We want to be driving for the win,” said SKODA Motorsport
Director Michal Hrabanek. Lappi/Ferm and Tidemand/Axelsson will be chasing points for
SKODA Motorsport in the WRC 2 team standings. Kopecky/Dresler will line up in Spain as
SKODA Motorsport II.

A lively battle awaits the three SKODA duos at the 51st edition of the Rally Spain. All
eight winners of rallies in this WRC 2 season are fighting for the win. Victory will go to
the best all-rounder: The 23 special stages and 331.25 timed kilometres will be driven on
asphalt roads and gravel tracks.

Esapekka Lappi, currently second in the overall standings with two WRC 2 wins in Poland
and Finland, is excited for the Rally Spain: “After finishing second on Corsica, we want to
be back fighting for the win and hold on to our chance of getting the overall win in the
drivers’ standings. The rally will be very demanding. We will have to completely change
the way we drive between Friday and Saturday. Fortunately we have the perfect tool in
the SKODA Fabia R5,” said Lappi. Going into the final two rallies of the season, the
“Flying Finn” trails front-runner Nasser Al-Attiyah (Q) by nine points. Al-Attiyah competes
in a Fabia R5 from SKODA's customer racing programme.

Pontus Tidemand is also ready to pounce. After his early exit at the Rally Corsica, the

2013 Junior World Rally Champion is looking to make amends. “Our aim is to finish on
the podium. The competition is extremely strong so we can’t afford to make any
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mistakes this time around,” said Tidemand. In September the Swede laid early claim to
the title in this year’s Asia-Pacific Rally Championship (APRC).

The third SKODA works driver Jan Kopecky will contest his third WRC event this year
when he lines up in Spain. On his most recent WRC start in the SKODA Fabia R5, the
experienced Czech won the Rally Germany in August of this year. "It's great that I can
participate again and be among this top starting field. I have very fond memories of
Spain,"” said Kopecky.

The new SKODA Fabia R5 has been a sure-fire success in its inaugural season. In all six
WRC 2 races, at least one Fabia R5 has made it onto the podium; there have been a total
of nine top-three finishes, including three wins. The new rally car also has four national
championships to its name. In the Czech championship, Jan Kopecky’s five wins in a row
saw him clinch the title before the end of the season. In Austria, seasoned rally driver
Raimund Baumschlager (A) won the national championship in the Fabia R5. In Hungary,
Norbert Herczig (H) was crowned rally champion in the Fabia R5. “Fast” Freddy Loix (B)
was also victorious in the championship in his home country of Belgium.

FIA World Rally Championship (WRC 2)

Event Date
Rally Monte Carlo 22.01.-25.01.2015
Rally Sweden 12.02.-15.02.2015

Rally Mexico
Rally Argentina
Rally Portugal

05.03.-08.03.2015
23.04.-26.04.2015
21.05.-24.05.2015

Rally Italy 11.06.-14.06.2015
Rally Poland 02.07.-05.07.2015
Rally Finland 30.07.-02.08.2015

Rally Germany
Rally Australia
Rally Corsica
Rally Spain

Rally Great Britain
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20.08.-23.08.2015
10.09.-13.09.2015
01.10.-04.10.2015

22.10.-25.10.2015

12.11.-15.11.2015
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Did you know ...

... SKODA Motorsport has finished on the podium with the new Fabia R5 in all six of the
events of this year's WRC 2 season so far, and has won a total of nine podium places?
There were top-three finishes in Portugal (2nd Esapekka Lappi, 3rd Pontus Tidemand), on
Sardinia (3rd Jan Kopecky), in Poland (1st Lappi, 2nd Tidemand), in Finland (1st Lappi,
2nd Tidemand), in Germany (1st Kopecky), and most recently on Corsica (2nd Lappi).

... SKODA works driver Esapekka Lappi is in second place in the WRC 2 drivers' standings
with 88 points to his name? This sees the Finn trail front-runner Nasser Al-Attiyah (Q) by
just nine points. To overtake the reigning champion and Dakar winner, for example,
Lappi would have to win in Spain and Al-Attiyah would have to finish in third place or
below. Pontus Tidemand (61 points) in sixth place is also still in with a theoretical chance
of winning the title. The third SKODA works driver Jan Kopecky is in ninth place with 40
points, even though he has only competed in two of this season's events.

... SKODA Motorsport has a commanding lead in the WRC 2 team standings and is on the
verge of winning the title? The team has picked up the maximum number of 150 points
in six starts, which sees it 49 points clear of the Youth and Sports Qatar Rally Team.

... all eight winners of this year's WRC 2 season will contest the Rally Spain? Alongside
the SKODA works drivers Esapekka Lappi (FIN/Rally Poland and Rally Finland) and Jan
Kopecky (CZ/Rally Germany), these are: Stéphane Levebvre (F/Rally Monte Carlo),
Nasser Al-Attiyah (Q/Rally Mexico, Rally Portugal and Rally Australia), Yuriy Protasov
(UA/Rally Italy), Abdulaziz Al-Kuwari (Q/Rally Argentina), Jari Ketomaa (F/Rally Sweden)
and Julien Maurin (F/Rally Corsica).

... the first ever Rally Spain was held in 1957? It has been part of the FIA World Rally
Championship since 1991. It was initially held on the Costa Brava, before it was moved
to Salou on the Costa Daurada in 2005.

... the Rally Spain is the only WRC event to be held on a mixture of asphalt and gravel?
The first leg on Friday will be on gravel, with a short asphalt section. Then the cars will
be switched from a gravel to asphalt set-up on Friday evening. The following two days of
rallying will be on asphalt.

... the Rally will get underway with a street stage in Barcelona? This will include streets
on which Formula 1's Spanish Grand Prix was held four times.

... a total of 23 special stages are scheduled for the Rally Spain? In comparison: There
were only nine at the Rally Corsica, two of which were cancelled due to bad weather.
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... the service park at the Rally Spain is in the theme park PortAventura? You have the
opportunity to take a ride on the tallest and fastest roller-coaster in Europe if you dare.

For more information:

David Haidinger, Communications Motorsport
+420 604 292 188
David.Haidinger@skoda-auto.cz
http://skoda-motorsport.com

Facebook & YouTube K& Twitter

Media images:

SKODA at the Rally Spain

SKODA works duo Esapekka Lappi (FIN)/Janne Ferm
(FIN) head to the penultimate rally of the season in
second place in the WRC 2 table.

Download Source: SKODA AUTO

SKODA at the Rally Spain

Pontus Tidemand (S) and Emil Axelsson (S) have
already won the title in the Asia-Pacific
Championship (APRC) this year.

Download Source: SKODA AUTO
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SKODA at the Rally Spain

Czech rally champions Jan Kopecky/Pavel Dresler
(CZ/CZ) celebrated a commanding win at their last
WRC 2 appearance at the Rally Germany.

Download Source: SKODA AUTO

SKODA Motorsport Overview

SKODA has been involved in the world of motorsport since 1901. The brand has taken
home many trophies from the Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC), FIA European Rally
Championship (ERC), FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship (APRC) and several famous
races, such as the oldest rally in the world - the Monte Carlo, which has taken place
annually since 1911.

The Fabia Super 2000 rally car is the most successful model in SKODA’s 114-year history
in motorsport. In 2014, SKODA won a hat-trick of titles in the Manufacturers’ and
Drivers’ competitions in the APRC. The new reigning champions Jan Kopecky/Pavel
Dresler (CZ/CZ) achieved the momentous feat of becoming the first duo in history to win
the Drivers’ title in the ERC and then the APRC in consecutive years.

In the ERC, SKODA Motorsport took the title for the third time in a row in 2014, thanks
to Esapekka Lappi/Janne Ferm (FIN/FIN) with the SKODA Fabia Super 2000. Before
Lappi, the Finn Juho Hanninen (2012) and Jan Kopecky (2013) had won the European
title with the SKODA Fabia Super 2000.

Between 2009 and 2014, SKODA Fabia Super 2000 drivers won nearly 50 national and
international titles.

The International Automobile Federation FIA approved SKODA's new rally car - the Fabia
R5 on 1 April, 2015. The new rally car was presented to the International Press in the
Czech Republic on 15 April. The SKODA Fabia R5 celebrated its competitive début at the
Sumava Rally, Czech Republic in 2015.
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SKODA AUTO a.s., Tf. V. Klementa 869,
293 60 Mlada Boleslav, Czech Republic

is one of the longest-established vehicle production companies in the world. In 1895, the Czech
headquarters in Mlada Boleslav began producing bicycles, followed by the production of motorbikes and
cars.

currently offers the following models in the range: Citigo, Fabia, Roomster, Rapid, Octavia, Yeti and
Superb.

in 2014 delivered more than 1 million vehicles to customers worldwide for the first time in a single year.
has belonged to Volkswagen since 1991. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful
automotive groups in the world. SKODA, in association with the Group, independently manufactures and
develops vehicles, as well as components, engines and gear transmissions.

operates at three locations in the Czech Republic, produces in China, Russia, Slovakia and India mainly
through Group partnerships, as well as in Ukraine and Kazakhstan through local partners.

employs over 25,900 people globally and is active in more than 100 markets.

Since 2008, all
evaluated
SKODA models
have received
a 5-star safety
rating from
Euro NCAP.
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