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Record chaser Kopecký scores celebrated 

ŠKODA home win in black FABIA R5  
 

› Works duo Jan Kopecký/Pavel Dresler score fourth consecutive win in Rally 

Bohemia held in vicinity of ŠKODA headquarters in Mladá Boleslav 

› Special black paintwork a hit not only with the fans lining the course – nod to 

cult Czechoslovakian film a huge success 

› Kopecký/Dresler well on course to defend their title in Czech Rally 

Championship (MČR) after fourth win in fourth event of the season  

› Michal Hrabánek: „A successful rally weekend for ŠKODA“ 

 

Mladá Boleslav, 3 July 2016 – Record chaser Jan Kopecký (CZ) scored a 

celebrated victory in his spectacular black FABIA R5 in ŠKODA’s home event. 

Together with co-driver Pavel Dresler (CZ) the 34-year-old won Rally Bohemia, 

which takes place in the vicinity of the ŠKODA headquarters in Mladá Boleslav, 

for the fourth consecutive time. The confident works duo therefore remained 

unbeaten again in the fourth event of the current Czech Rally Championship 

(MČR) season and are well on course to defend their championship title. 

Approximately an hour earlier, the FABIA R5 drivers Teemu Suninen/Mikko 

Markkula (FIN/FIN) triumphed in Rally Poland taking place around 600 

kilometres away, thereby giving ŠKODA its fifth consecutive win in the FIA 

World Rally Championship (WRC 2). 

 

„It really has been a successful rally weekend for ŠKODA. Well done to the entire ŠKODA 

Motorsport team for having masterfully handled the added strain of competing in two 

such important rallies,“ said ŠKODA Motorsport Director Michal Hrabánek in summary. 

„Once again, Jan Kopecký and Pavel Dresler demonstrated that they are the epitome of 

reliability. The special one-off black paintwork of our ŠKODA FABIA R5 was also a great 

success. The thousands of fans who attended our home event were highly impressed.“ 

 

The black rally vehicle was indeed a real eye-catcher on the tracks and at the Rally 

Bohemia service park. The livery of the turbocharged four-wheel drive vehicle was a nod 

to the legendary ŠKODA 110 SUPER SPORT (Ferat), which achieved cult status in what 

was then Czechoslovakia thanks to the film Ferat Vampire. ŠKODA marked the 35th 

anniversary of the release of the horror science fiction film with the black FABIA R5, with 

a screening of the film, with a major exhibition at the museum and, of course, with Jan 

Kopecký’s spectacular rally show on the asphalt tracks lined by thousands of fans.  

 

The experienced ŠKODA driver took the lead after the second special stage and 

continuously extended his lead with excellent fastest times on the asphalt tracks, which 

were slippery following rain. At the end of a good 150 special stage kilometres, Kopecký 

had a lead of 1:00.4 minutes over his arch-rival Václav Pech (CZ). It was the sixth Rally 

Bohemia win for Kopecký after wins in 2004, 2005, 2013, 2014 and 2015, bringing him 
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closer to record holder Roman Kresta (CZ). Kopecký has won all nine races in which he 

has appeared in the new FABIA R5 in the Czech championship in 2015 and 2016. ŠKODA 

also remains unbeaten at Rally Bohemia since 2009. 

 

“A win in ŠKODA’s home event has always been especially important to us. The 

conditions were challenging on the slippery tracks, but we maintained control. It was 

great to see up close just how impressed the fans were by our black FABIA R5,” 

commented Kopecký. German youngster Fabian Kreim, who made his Czech Rally 

Championship debut with the support of ŠKODA Motorsport, likewise put in a strong 

performance. He was on course for a podium position on the first day, but was then set 

back by a flat tyre and ultimately came seventh. 

 

The ŠKODA Park was once again a big success, in spite of the poor weather. The special 

activities marking the anniversary of the cult film Ferat Vampire proved to be especially 

popular.  

 

 
Rally Bohemia – final result 

 

1. Kopecký/Dresler (CZ/CZ)  ŠKODA FABIA R5   1:32:35.3 hrs   
2. Pech/Uhel (CZ/CZ)    Porsche 997 GT3  + 1:00.4 min 

3. Vlček/Žáková (CZ/CZ)   Ford Fiesta R5    + 2:06.7 min 
4. Štajf/Rajnoha (CZ/CZ)   ŠKODA FABIA R5   + 2:27.9 min 
5. Jakeš/Ehlová (CZ/CZ)   Citroën DS3 R5   + 3:06.8 min 

 

 

The number for Rally Bohemia: 8 

 

In its 43rd year, the winner of the traditional Rally Bohemia was decided over the 

minimum number of special stages, eight – a format criticised by Jan Kopecký among 

others. The experienced driver nonetheless won five of the eight special stages in his 

black ŠKODA FABIA R5. Václav Pech of Porsche only held the lead after the first special 

stage – after which Jan Kopecký dominated his home event. 
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Czech Rally Championship (MČR) 

 

Event     Date 

Rally Šumava Klatovy   29.04.–30.04.2016 

Rally Český Krumlov   27.05.–28.05.2016 

Rally Hustopeče   17.06.–18.06.2016 

Rally Bohemia   02.07.–03.07.2016 

Barum Czech Rally Zlín   26.08.–28.08.2016 

Rally Příbram    30.09.–01.10.2016 

 

 
For more information: 

David Haidinger, Communications Motorsport 

Ph. +420 604 292 188 

david.haidinger@skoda-auto.cz  

http://skoda-motorsport.com 

 

ŠKODA Motorsport: 

 

 Facebook  YouTube  Twitter 

 

 
Media images:  

 

 

ŠKODA at the Rally Bohemia 

Both a feast for the eyes and fast: Jan Kopecký and 

Pavel Dresler (CZ/CZ) celebrated their fourth win in 

the fourth event of the Czech Rally Championship 

(MČR) season in the black FABIA R5. 

 

Download                                 Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

  

 

ŠKODA at the Rally Bohemia  

The fans and media representatives were impressed 

with the ŠKODA FABIA R5 in a special black 

paintwork – the special livery to mark the 35th 

anniversary of the cult Czechoslovakian film Ferat 

Vampire was a resounding success. 

 

Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 
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ŠKODA Motorsport Overview: 
ŠKODA has been on the motorsport scene since 1901. Be it on the circuit or in rallies, ŠKODA has 
celebrated victories and won titles all around the world. Historical highlights include numerous title wins in 
the FIA European Rally Championship (ERC), the FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship (APRC) and the 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC), as well as the victory in the European Touring Car Championship in 
1981. ŠKODA teams have also triumphed in the world’s oldest and most famous rally, taking several class 
victories in the legendary Monte Carlo, which was first held in 1911. 
 
In 2015, ŠKODA celebrated four victories in the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC 2) with their new 
ŠKODA FABIA R5 rally car. The high-tech 4x4 was homologated by the International Automobile Federation 
FIA on 1 April 2015. In the ŠKODA FABIA R5’s very first season, factory duo Pontus Tidemand/Emil 
Axelsson (S/S) secured the fourth APRC title in a row for ŠKODA. In addition, the brand claimed five 
national titles with their new winning model. 
 
ŠKODA’s new FABIA R5 proudly continues the brand’s long tradition in motorsport. Its predecessor, the 
FABIA Super 2000, was the most successful model in ŠKODA’s 115-year motorsport history. With the 4x4 
from Mladá Boleslav, factory duo Jan Kopecký/Pavel Dresler (CZ/CZ) achieved the historic feat of becoming 
the first duo in history to win the drivers’ title in the ERC and the APRC in consecutive years. Between 2009 
and 2014, ŠKODA FABIA Super 2000 drivers won a total of 50 national and international titles around the 
world. 
 
In 2016, the factory teams Pontus Tidem and/Jonas Andersson (S/S), Jan Kopecký/Pavel Dresler and 
Esapekka Lappi/Janne Ferm (F/F) are competing with the ŠKODA FABIA R5 in the FIA World Rally 
Championship (WRC 2). 
 
 
ŠKODA AUTO 
› is one of the longest-established vehicle manufacturers in the world. The company was founded 

in 1895 – during the pioneering days of the automobile. Today, the company’s headquarters remain in 
Mladá Boleslav. 

› currently offers the following models in the range: CITIGO, FABIA, RAPID, OCTAVIA, YETI and SUPERB. 
› in 2015 delivered more than 1 million vehicles to customers worldwide. 
› has belonged to Volkswagen since 1991. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful 

automotive groups in the world. ŠKODA, in association with the Group, independently manufactures and 
develops vehicles, as well as components, engines and gear transmissions.  

› operates at three locations in the Czech Republic, produces in China, Russia, Slovakia and India mainly 
through Group partnerships, as well as in Ukraine and Kazakhstan through local partners. 

› employs over 26,600 people globally and is active in more than 100 markets. 
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