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APRC finale in India: Local hero Gill and  

ŠKODA to be welcomed as champions 
 

› Fifth consecutive title win already confirmed in the Manufacturers’ and 

Drivers’ competitions in the FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship (APRC) 

› ŠKODA duel for Co-Driver title between Glenn Macneall and Frank Christian  

› Michal Hrabánek: “Want to crown our successful season in the APRC” 

 

Mladá Boleslav, 1 December 2016 – The season finale in the FIA Asia-Pacific 

Rally Championship (APRC) in India will be an exhibition for the ŠKODA brand 

and local hero Gaurav Gill. The Indian driver has already been confirmed as 

champion in the Drivers’ standings before his home rally, repeating his triumph 

of 2013. ŠKODA also arrives at the Rally India, which takes place from Saturday 

to Monday, with an unassailable lead in the Manufacturers’ Championship, 

meaning they are guaranteed a fifth consecutive APRC title. One title is still up 

for grabs, in the Co-Drivers’ Championship: this is the scene of a duel between 

ŠKODA co-drivers Glenn Macneall (AUS) and Frank Christian (D) as they battle 

for the lead in the overall standings.  

 

“We are delighted that our ŠKODA rally team is out in front in this important market in 

the Asia-Pacific region,” says ŠKODA Motorsport Director Michal Hrabánek. “The 

performances in 2016 have been flawless, with five wins in five races in the APRC and we 

hope it stays that way in India. We want to crown our very successful season in the 

APRC,” continues Hrabánek. 

 

The final round of the season will be a special occasion for experienced driver Gaurav 

Gill, who has won all five of this season’s races so far. Thousands of home fans will 

celebrate the latest championship win for the national rally hero. He will also celebrate 

his 35th birthday on 2nd December, the day of the opening ceremony at the Rally India. 

“I am really looking forward to my home event,” says Gill. “I can approach the rally in 

relaxed fashion as I have already wrapped up the title. However, I obviously want to put 

on a perfect show in the ŠKODA FABIA R5 for my fans.” 

 

Seventeen special stages over a total of 225.42 kilometres are scheduled for the three 

days of rallying, some of which run through coffee plantations. This will be a new 

experience for the second ŠKODA driver Florian Kreim (D), who will end his first APRC 

season in India as runner-up. “I want to learn as much as possible as the season comes 

to a close, and also make it a bit more difficult for Gaurav to win. Second place in the 

overall APRC standings is a great achievement for me and I hope I can help my co-driver 

Frank Christian claim the title,” says the German rally champion. Christian has scored 

138 points in the Co-Drivers’ competition and is still within striking distance of Glenn 

Macneall (153), the regular co-driver for Gaurav Gill. 
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FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship (APRC) 

 

Event      Date 

Rally Whangarei – New Zealand  29.04.–01.05.2016 

Rally Queensland – Australia   18.06.–19.06.2016 

Rally Zhangye – China    05.08.–07.08.2016 

Rally Hokkaido – Japan    23.09.–25.09.2016 

Rally Malaysia – Malaysia   28.10.–30.10.2016 

Rally India – India    03.12.–05.12.2016 

 

 
Did you know … 
 

... the Rally India returns to the APRC calendar this year as the season finale, but last 

year it officially only formed part of the FIA Asia Cup? A rally in India has been part of 

the FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship (APRC) on many occasions. In the early years, it 

was the “Himalayan Rally” from 1988 to 1990. This was then followed by the “Rally 

India” in 2003 and 2004. 

 

… the Rally India takes place around the town of Chikmagalur? This is around 260 

kilometres north of the metropolis of Bangalore. 

 

... this year’s APRC champion elect Gaurav Gill has won the championship before? He 

took overall victory with the ŠKODA FABIA SUPER 2000 in 2013. He was the first Indian 

driver to claim overall victory in the APRC. 

 

... the ŠKODA MRF team has provided the winning driver in the continental championship 

every year since 2012? The title winners since 2012 have been Chris Atkinson 

(AUS/2012), Gaurav Gill (2013) and then works drivers Jan Kopecký (CZ/2014) and 

Pontus Tidemand (S/2015). 

 

… ŠKODA will also win the title of best manufacturer for the fifth time in a row? The 

Czech car maker leads the overall standings with 195 points, and cannot be caught by 

Subaru (128). 

 

… India has 1.292 billion inhabitants, making it the second-most heavily populated 

country in the world after China (1.373 billion)? India is the seventh-largest country on 

the planet. 
 

For more information: 

Zbyněk Straškraba, Communications Motorsport 

T +420 605 293 168 

zbynek.straskraba@skoda-auto.cz 

http://skoda-motorsport.com 
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ŠKODA Motorsport: 

 

 Facebook  YouTube  Twitter      Instagram 

 

 
 

Media images:  

 

 

ŠKODA at the APRC rally in India 

After five wins in five races, Gaurav Gill has already 

confirmed his second title win in the APRC. Here, he 

celebrates in Malaysia with regular co-driver Glenn 

Macneall. 

 

 

Download                                 Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

  

 

ŠKODA at the APRC rally in India 

Fabian Kreim/Frank Christian have made it onto the 

podium in all five races in their debut season in the 

APRC. 

 

 

 

Download                                 Source: ŠKODA AUTO 
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ŠKODA Motorsport Overview: 
ŠKODA has been on the motorsport scene since 1901. Be it on the circuit or in rallies, ŠKODA has 
celebrated victories and won titles all around the world. Historical highlights include numerous title wins in 
the FIA European Rally Championship (ERC), the FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship (APRC) and the 
Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC), as well as the victory in the European Touring Car Championship in 
1981. ŠKODA teams have also triumphed in the world’s oldest and most famous rally, taking several class 
victories in the legendary Monte Carlo, which was first held in 1911. 
 
In 2015, ŠKODA celebrated four victories in the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC 2) with their new 
ŠKODA FABIA R5 rally car. The high-tech 4x4 was homologated by the International Automobile Federation 
FIA on 1 April 2015. In the ŠKODA FABIA R5’s very first season, factory duo Pontus Tidemand/Emil 
Axelsson (S/S) secured the fourth APRC title in a row for ŠKODA. In addition, the brand claimed five 
national titles with their new winning model. 
 
ŠKODA’s new FABIA R5 proudly continues the brand’s long tradition in motorsport. Its predecessor, the 
FABIA Super 2000, was the most successful model in ŠKODA’s 115-year motorsport history. With the 4x4 
from Mladá Boleslav, factory duo Jan Kopecký/Pavel Dresler (CZ/CZ) achieved the historic feat of becoming 
the first duo in history to win the drivers’ title in the ERC and the APRC in consecutive years. Between 2009 
and 2014, ŠKODA FABIA Super 2000 drivers won a total of 50 national and international titles around the 
world. 
 
In 2016, the factory teams Pontus Tidemand/Jonas Andersson (S/S), Jan Kopecký/Pavel Dresler and 
Esapekka Lappi/Janne Ferm (F/F) are competing with the ŠKODA FABIA R5 in the FIA World Rally 
Championship (WRC 2). 
 
 
ŠKODA AUTO 
› is one of the longest-established vehicle manufacturers in the world. The company was founded 

in 1895 – during the pioneering days of the automobile. Today, the company’s headquarters remain in 
Mladá Boleslav. 

› currently offers the following models in the range: CITIGO, FABIA, RAPID, OCTAVIA, YETI, KODIAQ and 
SUPERB. 

› in 2015 delivered more than 1 million vehicles to customers worldwide. 
› has belonged to Volkswagen Group since 1991. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful 

vehicle manufacturers in the world. ŠKODA, in association with the Group, independently manufactures 
and develops vehicles, as well as components, engines and gear transmissions.  

› operates at three locations in the Czech Republic, produces in China, Russia, Slovakia and India mainly 
through Group partnerships, as well as in Ukraine and Kazakhstan through local partners. 

› employs over 26,600 people globally and is active in more than 100 markets. 
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