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APRC National Capital Rally Canberra: Ole Christian Veiby 
wins for ŠKODA MRF ahead of teammate Gaurav Gill  
 

› Team ŠKODA MRF with second double victory in 2017 FIA Asia Pacific Rally 

Championship (APRC) 

› Ole Christian Veiby/Stig Rune Skjaermœn beating two-time APRC champion Gaurav Gill 

and co-driver Stéphane Prévot 

› ŠKODA FABIA R5 drivers leading from start to finish 

 

Canberra/Australia, 28 May 2017 – Second rally in Asia Pacific Rally Championship (APRC), 

same story: ŠKODA MRF teams Ole Christian Veiby/Stig Rune Skjaermœn (NOR/NOR) and 

Gaurav Gill/Stéphane Prévot (IND/BEL) were fighting right from the start for the victory. On 

the first day of the event, the lead changed several times between the two ŠKODA MRF 

drivers. On leg two OC Veiby pulled away and secured his maiden APRC victory. 

 

The second round of the 2017 FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship (APRC) took place around the 

host city of Canberra, the capital of Australia some 300 kilometres northwest of Sydney. In the past 

the Australian round of APRC was held around Queensland. After the event’s switch to the 

Canberra region none of the APRC regulars had the advantage of already knowing the event. Also 

for Team ŠKODA MRF and their drivers Gaurav Gill and Ole Christian Veiby the rally was 

completely new. 

 

Two equally well prepared ŠKODA FABIA R5 and unknown stages were the ingredients for an epic 

fight between both ŠKODA MRF drivers. Reigning APRC champion Gaurav Gill scored the fastest 

time on the opening stage, but Ole Christian Veiby immediately fought back with the fastest time on 

the next one. The lead changed several times during day one. Gill scored four stage wins, Veiby 

three. At the end of leg one Veiby was in the lead with a margin of just eleven seconds. Gill 

struggled during the day with a small hole in the intercooler, probably causing some power loss and 

was not satisfied with the set up of his car. Veiby was totally happy: “Today has been really good. I 

have enjoyed the rally a lot so far, it’s something special. We had our issues as well today with a 

small puncture at the end of a stage, but all is going well.” 

 

At the evening service Gaurav Gill made some changes to the set up of his ŠKODA FABIA R5, but 

unfortunately they went into the wrong direction. As a consequence during the second leg Gill and 

co-driver Stéphane Prévot were no longer able to fight for victory. On the remaining five stages of 

the rally (stage 13 was cancelled due to weather affected roads) Ole Christian Veiby/Stig Rune 

Skjaermœn scored three fastest times on the way to their maiden APRC victory.  

  

At the finish in Canberra Ole Christian Veiby was celebrating. “After our bad luck at the opening 

round of APRC in New Zeeland, I am more than happy to win here in Australia. Thanks to ŠKODA 

MRF for giving me such a fantastic car. My ŠKODA FABIA R5 was running like clockwork”, Veiby 

concluded.  

 

After two APRC rounds Ole Christian Veiby is leading the overall classification ahead of teammate 

Gaurav Gill. Due to logistical reasons, the scheduled next rally in China has been cancelled.   
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Therefore Malaysia and the city of Johor Bahru will host the third round of the Championship in 

August.  

 

Final Result APRC National Capital Rally Canberra,  

2nd round of FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship (APRC) 

 

1. Veiby/Skjarmœn (NOR/NOR), ŠKODA FABIA R5, + 2:15:11.2 h 

2. Gill/Prévot (IND/BEL), ŠKODA FABIA R5, + 0:49.3 min 

3. Ketomaa/Mannisenmäki, (FIN/FIN), Mitsubishi Mirage AP4, + 2:05.6 min 

4. Blomberg/Andersson (SWE/SWE), Mitsubishi Mirage AP4, + 14:19.0 min 

5. Markovic/Feaver (AUS/AUS), Subaru Impreza WRX STi, + 15:36.6 min 

6. Penny/Penny (AUS/AUS), Subaru Impreza WRX STi, + 17:33.7 min 

 

Current standings APRC after two rounds 

 

1. Veiby (NOR), ŠKODA, 70 points 

2. Gill (IND), ŠKODA, 68 points 

3. Blomberg (SWE), Mitsubishi, 44 points 

4. Ketomaa (FIN), Mitsubishi, 30 points 

 

Number of the day: 11 

 

In 2017 the ŠKODA FABIA R5 was the winning car on all rounds of World Rally 

Championship/WRC 2 (6), Czech Rally Championship MČR (3) and Asia Pacific Rally 

Championship APRC (2), winning 11 events in total 

 

 

Calendar of the 2017 FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship (APRC) 

 

Event     Date     

Rally of Whangarei – New Zealand  28/04–30/04/2017 

Rally Canberra - Australia   26/05–28/05/2017 

China Rally (cancelled for APRC)  07/07–09/07/2017  

Malaysian Rally    11/08–13/08/2017 

Rally Hokkaido - Japan   15/09–17/09/2017 

Rally of India    24/11–26/11/2017 

 

Further information: 

Zbyněk Straškraba, Communications Motorsport 

P +420 605 293 168 

zbynek.straskraba@skoda-auto.cz 

http://skoda-motorsport.com 

 

ŠKODA Motorsport: 

 Facebook  YouTube  Twitter 
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Media images: 

 

 

ŠKODA at National Capital Rally Canberra 2017 

Ole Christian Veiby (right) and co-driver Stig Rune 

Skjaermœn celebrating their victory with their MRF 

ŠKODA FABIA R5 

 

 

 

 

Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

ŠKODA at National Capital Rally Canberra 2017 

Ole Christian Veiby/Stig Rune Skjaermœn won 

their first APRC Rally driving a MRF ŠKODA 

FABIA R5 

 

 

Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 
ŠKODA Motorsport Overview 
 
ŠKODA has been on the motorsport scene since 1901. Be it on the circuit or in rallies, ŠKODA has celebrated victories 
and won titles all around the world. Historical highlights include numerous title wins in the FIA European Rally 
Championship (ERC), the FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship (APRC) and the Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC), 
as well as the victory in the European Touring Car Championship in 1981. ŠKODA teams have also triumphed in the 
world’s oldest and most famous rally, taking several class victories in the legendary Monte Carlo, which was first held in 
1911. 
 
2016 was one of the most successful years in the history of ŠKODA Motorsport. In the FIA World Rally Championship 
(WRC 2), Esapekka Lappi/Janne Ferm (FIN/FIN) won the title for the Czech car maker for the first time. In total, ten of 
the 2016 season’s races in the World Rally Championship were won by a ŠKODA FABIA R5. ŠKODA drivers Gustavo 
Saba (PRY) and Gaurav Gill (IND) also won the continental championships in South America and the Asia-Pacific 
region at the wheel of the successful ŠKODA FABIA R5. Nasser Al-Attiyah (QAT) was unbeatable in the Middle East 
Rally Championship (MERC), while a further ten national titles also went the way of ŠKODA drivers.  
 
The ŠKODA FABIA R5, a high-tech 4x4, was homologated by the International Automobile Federation FIA on 1 April 
2015. ŠKODA’s new FABIA R5 is successfully continuing the long tradition of ŠKODA Motorsport. Its predecessor, the 
FABIA SUPER 2000, won 50 national and international titles around the world. In 2017, works duos Pontus 
Tidemand/Jonas Andersson (SWE/SWE) and Jan Kopecký/Pavel Dresler (CZE/CZE) will contest selected races in the 
FIA World Rally Championship (WRC 2). Kopecký/Dresler will also compete in the Czech Rally Championship (MČR), 
where they will be looking to claim a third title in a row. 
 
 
ŠKODA AUTO 
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› is one of the longest-established vehicle manufacturers in the world. The company was founded in 1895 – during the 
pioneering days of the automobile. Today, the company’s headquarters remain in Mladá Boleslav. 

› currently offers the following models in the range: CITIGO, FABIA, RAPID, OCTAVIA, YETI, KODIAQ and SUPERB. 
› in 2016 delivered more than 1 million vehicles to customers worldwide. 
› has belonged to Volkswagen Group since 1991. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful vehicle 

manufacturers in the world. ŠKODA, in association with the Group, independently manufactures and develops 
vehicles, as well as components, engines and gear transmissions.   

› operates at three locations in the Czech Republic, produces in China, Russia, Slovakia and India mainly through 
Group partnerships, as well as in Ukraine and Kazakhstan through local partners. 

› employs over 26,600 people globally and is active in more than 100 markets. 
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