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APRC Rally of India: Gill wins and defends title 
Double victory for MRF ŠKODA with Veiby second  
 
› ŠKODA driver Gaurav Gill from India unbeatable at his home round of the FIA Asia-Pacific 

Rally Championship (APRC), clinching his third title after 2013 and 2016 
› Teammate Ole Christian Veiby from Norway, also driving a ŠKODA FABIA R5, suffered 

gearbox issues, with a stunning drive fought back to second overall  
› ŠKODA achieving APRC Manufacturers Cup and APRC Team Award, ŠKODA crews 

winning both drivers and co-drivers title 
› ŠKODA Motorsport boss Michal Hrabánek: “Congratulations to Gaurav for winning his 

third title, every single one by driving a ŠKODA FABIA.” 
 
Chikmagalur/India, 26 November 2017 – After a tense season in the FIA Asia-Pacific Rally 
Championship (APRC) ŠKODA finally managed to win all titles. APRC Manufacturers Cup 
and APRC Team Award was already achieved on the last but one round. By winning the 
season’s finale at Rally of India ŠKODA FABIA R5 driver Gaurav Gill (IND) and co-driver 
Stéphane Prévot (BEL) also won the drivers and co-drivers titles. MRF ŠKODA teammates 
Ole Christian Veiby/Stig Rune Skjærmoen (NOR/NOR) suffered gearbox issues on the first 
leg, but fought back in impressive style to second overall, finishing as championship 
runner-ups as well. Gill won the APRC for the third time already. In 2013 he was successful 
with a ŠKODA FABIA S2000, in 2016 and 2017 he competed with a ŠKODA FABIA R5. 

“Last April I competed at the world championship rally Tour de Corse, nicknamed the ‘Rally of the 
Ten Thousand Corners’. But Rally of India is even more exhausting, it should be named the ‘Rally 
of the Million Corners’ at least”, laughed India newbie Ole Christian Veiby after the recce of the final 
round of the 2017 FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship (APRC). His challenge was clear already 
before the start: He had to score seven points more than his MRF ŠKODA teammate Gaurav Gill, 
who came as championship leader to his home rally. “This rally is really difficult. If you brake a little 
bit too late before any corner, game could be over”, admitted the reigning APRC Champion. In front 
of more than ten thousand enthusiastic rally fans on the first show stage at the Amber Valley 
Residential School, the battle for victory and championship honours started. Gill was faster than 
Veiby by the little margin of 0.2 seconds, all seemed to be set for a tense fight in the Indian forests. 

Unfortunately all hopes for an epic fight between the two MRF ŠKODA teammates were gone as 
soon as the rally turned to the coffee plantations around Chikmagalur in the Southwest of India. 
During the second special stage Ole Christian Veiby and co-driver Stig Rune Skjærmoen were 
slowed down by a gearbox issue. Coffee tasted bitter for Veiby, who had to complete six more 
stages with a gearbox finally providing only third gear. “On the second stage, I suddenly heard a 
strange noise and lost front wheel drive. A little later the gearbox was stuck in third gear, my co-
driver Stig had to use the handbrake while I kept the gear lever in position. We spun several times 
and because we had no reverse gear left, we could only go on with the help of the spectators 
pushing us back into the right direction,” recalled an exhausted Veiby.  

Thanks to the robustness of his ŠKODA FABIA R5, he could make it to the midday service in 
Chikmagalur. The mechanics of Team MRF ŠKODA demonstrated their class by changing the 
gearbox and the clutch in around 20 minutes, keeping Veiby in the rally. “What a great teamwork, 
what fantastic mechanics. Now I am on a mission,” said a motivated Veiby. Keeping his word he set 
eight fastest times in the remaining nine stages, until the finish moving up to second overall. 
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After his teammates bad luck Gaurav Gill built up a clear lead already after the Saturday leg. The 
local hero drove faultlessly on Sunday as well, winning Rally of India and the APRC title for himself 
and co-driver Stéphane Prévot. “I feel very sorry for Ole Christian, I didn’t want to win like this. But it 
was a very difficult and long rally, I had to bring the car home in one peace,” concluded Gill on the 
podium in Chikmagalur, cheered by enthusiastic fans. “I really would have liked to fight for the title 
right to the finish line. But at least I could set some fastest time on the special stages and learnt a 
lot during the year,” commented Ole Christian Veiby, who finally finished his first APRC season as 
championship runner-up. 

In the prestigious Asian-Pacific regional championship ŠKODA can look back on unparalleled 
success. Since 2012 each title winner has competed in a ŠKODA. Winning the first three 
championships with the normally aspirated ŠKODA FABIA S2000, the Czech brand now achieved 
the hat trick with the most successful rally car in its category, the turbo-powered ŠKODA FABIA R5. 

ŠKODA Motorsport boss Michal Hrabánek commented, delighted: “Congratulations to Gaurav for 
winning all three titles driving a ŠKODA FABIA. His routine and speed makes him a benchmark in 
this championship. Ole Christian showed his speed and his driving talent throughout the season. 
Without his bad luck in Japan and India, he could have been the champion as well.” 

Final Result APRC Rally of India 
Round 6 FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship (APRC) 
 

1. Gill/Prévot (IND/BEL), ŠKODA FABIA R5, 3:20:19.8 h. 
2. Veiby/ Skjærmoen (NOR/NOR), ŠKODA FABIA R5, + 17:38.4 min. 
3. Sharfaz/Akhry, (SRL/SRL), VW Polo, +49:57.6 min. 
4. Sumit/Nitin (USA/IND), Mitsubishi Lancer Evo VII, +1:01:42.8 h. 

 
Number of the day: 20 
During Saturday midday service the mechanics of Team MRF ŠKODA changed gearbox and clutch 
on O.C. Veiby’s FABIA R5 in roughly 20 minutes. 
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Calendar of the 2017 FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship (APRC) 
 
Event     Date     
Rally of Whangarei – New Zealand  28/04–30/04/2017 
Rally Canberra - Australia   26/05–28/05/2017 
China Rally (cancelled)   07/07–09/07/2017  
Malaysian Rally    11/08–13/08/2017 
Rally Hokkaido - Japan   15/09–17/09/2017 
Rally of India    24/11–26/11/2017 
 
Further information: 
Zbyněk Straškraba, Communications Motorsport 
P +420 605 293 168 
zbynek.straskraba@skoda-auto.cz 
http://skoda-motorsport.com 
 
ŠKODA Motorsport: 

 

Facebook 

 

YouTube 

 

Twitter 

 
Media images: 
 

 

ŠKODA at the Coffee Day Rally of India (APRC) 
By winning the season’s finale Gaurav Gill (MRF ŠKODA 
FABIA R5) from India clinched the Asia-Pacific Rally 
Championship (APRC) title for the third time, this year 
supported by Belgian co-driver Stéphane Prévot 
 
Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 
 

 

ŠKODA at the Coffee Day Rally of India (APRC) 
Ole Christian Veiby and co-driver Stig Rune Skjærmoen 
from Norway, driving a MRF ŠKODA FABIA R5, fought 
back after gearbox issues to second overall, securing 
championship runner-up position as well 
 
Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 
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ŠKODA Motorsport Overview 
 
ŠKODA has been successful on the motorsport scene since 1901. Be it on the circuit or in rallies, ŠKODA has 
celebrated victories and won titles all around the world. Historical highlights include winning the title in the FIA World 
Rally Championship (WRC 2) for the first time in 2016, numerous title wins in the FIA European Rally Championship 
(ERC), the FIA Asia-Pacific Rally Championship (APRC) and the Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC), as well as the 
victory in the European Touring Car Championship in 1981. ŠKODA teams have also triumphed in the world’s oldest 
and most famous rally, taking several class victories in the legendary Monte Carlo, which was first held in 1911. 
 
2016 was one of the most successful years in the history of ŠKODA Motorsport. In the FIA World Rally Championship 
(WRC 2), Esapekka Lappi/Janne Ferm (FIN/FIN) won the title for the Czech car maker for the first time. In total, ten of 
the 2016 season’s races in the World Rally Championship were won by a ŠKODA FABIA R5. ŠKODA drivers Gustavo 
Saba (PY) and Gaurav Gill (IND) also won the continental championships in South America and the Asia-Pacific region 
at the wheel of the successful ŠKODA FABIA R5. Nasser Al-Attiyah (Q) was unbeatable in the Middle East Rally 
Championship (MERC), while a further ten national titles also went the way of ŠKODA drivers.  
 
The ŠKODA FABIA R5, a high-tech 4x4, was homologated by the International Automobile Federation FIA on 1 April 
2015. ŠKODA’s new FABIA R5 is successfully continuing the long tradition of ŠKODA Motorsport. Its predecessor, the 
FABIA SUPER 2000, won 50 national and international titles around the world. In 2017, works duos Pontus 
Tidemand/Jonas Andersson (S/S) and Jan Kopecký/Pavel Dresler (CZ/CZ) contest selected races in the FIA World 
Rally Championship (WRC 2). Kopecký/Dresler also compete in the Czech Rally Championship (MČR), where they are  
looking to claim a third title in a row. 
 
 
 
ŠKODA AUTO 
› is one of the longest-established vehicle manufacturers in the world. The company was founded in 1895 – during the 

pioneering days of the automobile. Today, the company’s headquarters remain in Mladá Boleslav. 
› currently offers the following models in the range: CITIGO, FABIA, RAPID, OCTAVIA, KAROQ, KODIAQ and 

SUPERB. 
› in 2016 delivered more than 1 million vehicles to customers worldwide. 
› has belonged to Volkswagen Group since 1991. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful vehicle 

manufacturers in the world. ŠKODA, in association with the Group, independently manufactures and develops 
vehicles, as well as components, engines and gear transmissions.   

› operates at three locations in the Czech Republic, produces in China, Russia, Slovakia, Algeria and India mainly 
through Group partnerships, as well as in Ukraine and Kazakhstan through local partners. 

› employs over 30,000 people globally and is active in more than 100 markets.  
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