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Second Colloquium on the ‘Future Pact for the 
Czech Automotive Industry’ at ŠKODA AUTO in 
Mladá Boleslav 
 

› Members of the Czech Government, the automotive industry trade association (AutoSAP) 

and ŠKODA AUTO, as well as business and trade union representatives discussed the 

future of the Czech automotive industry with foreign experts, community leaders and 

representatives of academic and research institutions 

› Colloquium participants discussed specific results and achievements in implementing a 

plan of action for the future of the automotive industry in the Czech Republic 

 

Mladá Boleslav, 18 March 2019 – On Monday, the second colloquium for the ‘Future Pact for 

the Czech Automobile Industry’ took place at ŠKODA AUTO’s company headquarters in 

Mladá Boleslav. At the invitation of the industry association AutoSAP, Prime Minister Andrej 

Babiš and other senior members of the Czech government met with ŠKODA AUTO CEO 

Bernhard Maier and other representatives of the car manufacturer. Alongside union 

representatives, representatives from the automotive, energy and telecommunications 

sectors, experts from abroad as well as representatives of local authorities, academic and 

research institutions, they discussed the results of implementing a plan of action for the 

future of the automotive industry in the Czech Republic. The focus was on digitalisation and 

electromobility as well as smart mobility, investments in education, research and 

development. 

 

At the colloquium, ŠKODA AUTO CEO Bernhard Maier emphasised: “ŠKODA is shaping the future 

of mobility in close collaboration and in open dialogue with all stakeholders. One thing is for sure: to 

handle the profound changes in the automotive industry and to strengthen the Czech Republic as 

an automotive location in the long term, effective cooperation between companies and local 

authorities, the Czech government and the relevant councils is essential.” 

 

Bohdan Wojnar, ŠKODA AUTO Board Member for Human Resources and President of the industry 

association AutoSAP adds: “The second colloquium on the Future Pact for the Czech Automotive 

Industry strengthens the positive and constructive communication among politics, the association 

and the automotive industry. The agreements reached today to implement the catalogue of 

measures, and the forthcoming appointment of a government representative for electromobility 

create planning security for the association and industry in the further implementation of our 

projects.” 

 

The colloquium participants also agreed to collaborate closely in the field of smart mobility. ŠKODA 

relies on extensive cooperation in this area so that the company can effectively implement the 

government’s digitalisation programme, Digitální Česko (“Digital Czech Republic”).  

 

For example, in partnership with the Czech Business Agency for Economic Development, a Mobility 

Innovation Hub will be set up to facilitate communication among experts from the automotive 

industry, politics and administration. Together, they will develop additional approaches and 

strategies to establish electromobility sustainably in the Czech Republic. 
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In addition to electromobility, progressive digitalisation will bring about changes to vehicles as well 

as the entire automotive industry in the long term. To create the necessary infrastructure, the 

industry association AutoSAP and the Czech government have agreed to develop the essential 

charging infrastructure for electric cars rapidly. The association and government representatives 

have also committed themselves to comprehensively improving Internet and data connections to be 

able to take full advantage of the multitude of possibilities and services that result from the 

increasing digitalisation of the automotive sector. 

 
ŠKODA is actively pursuing the implementation of specific measures in the areas of electromobility 

and digitalisation as part of its Strategy 2025. The electrification of the model range will start this 

year, making 2019 an extraordinary milestone in the company’s 124-year history. The ŠKODA 

SUPERB with plug-in hybrid drive will roll off the production line in Kvasiny. The car manufacturer is 

also presenting the all-electric version of the ŠKODA CITIGO. Next year, the Mladá Boleslav plant 

will produce battery-electric vehicles based on the Volkswagen Group’s Modular Electric-drive 

Matrix (MEB). 

 

At the DigiLab in Prague and the spin-off of the innovation workshop in the start-up hotspot of Tel 

Aviv, ŠKODA is also working intensively on new mobility services that the company is gradually 

bringing onto the road and to their customers’ devices. With HoppyGo, ŠKODA has become one of 

the largest providers of peer-to-peer car sharing in the Czech Republic. With Care Driver, the 

manufacturer is testing a driving service for children, senior citizens and people with disabilities. 

And Uniqway is a new car-sharing offer for students. 

 

In total, ŠKODA will have invested around two billion euros in alternative drive technologies and 

new mobility services by 2022, making it the most comprehensive investment programme in the 

company’s history. 
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Second Colloquium on the ‘Future Pact for the Czech Automotive Industry’ at ŠKODA 

AUTO in Mladá Boleslav 

At the invitation of the industry association AutoSAP, Prime Minister Andrej Babiš and other 

senior members of the Czech government met with ŠKODA AUTO CEO Bernhard Maier and 

other representatives of the car manufacturer. Alongside union representatives, representatives 

from the automotive, energy and telecommunications sectors, experts from abroad as well as 

representatives of local authorities, academic and research institutions, they discussed the 

results of implementing a plan of action for the future of the automotive industry in the Czech 

Republic.  

 

Download                                                                                              Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

   
ŠKODA AUTO 
› was founded during the pioneering days of the automobile in 1895, making it one of the longest-established 

automobile companies in the world. 
› currently offers its customers nine passenger-car series: the CITIGO, FABIA, RAPID, SCALA, OCTAVIA, KAROQ, 

KODIAQ, as well as the KAMIQ and the SUPERB. 
› delivered more than 1.25 million vehicles to customers around the world in 2018. 
› has belonged to Volkswagen Group since 1991. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful vehicle 

manufacturers in the world. In association with the Group, ŠKODA AUTO independently develops and manufactures 
vehicles, as well as components such as engines and transmissions.   

› operates at three locations in the Czech Republic; manufactures in China, Russia, Slovakia, Algeria and India mainly 
through Group partnerships, as well as in Ukraine and Kazakhstan with local partners. 

› employs over 35,000 people globally and is active in more than 100 markets. 
› is pressing ahead with the transformation from a traditional car manufacturer to the ‘Simply Clever company for the 

best mobility solutions’ as part of the ŠKODA 2025 Strategy. 
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