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ŠKODA AUTO offers its workforce free rapid coronavirus 
antibody tests 
 

› More than 1,000 ŠKODA AUTO employees have already had their blood checked for antibodies 

› This measure should help to further reduce the risk of infection in the workplace at the 

manufacturer’s three Czech plants 

 

Mladá Boleslav, 20 May 2020 – ŠKODA AUTO is enabling employees at its three Czech production 

sites to be tested for coronavirus free of charge and on a voluntary basis. So far, more than 

1,000 members of staff have already taken advantage of this offer. With this series of tests, ŠKODA is 

taking yet another step to reduce the risk of coronavirus infection in the workplace. 

 

After a 39-day halt in production to help contain the spread of Covid-19, ŠKODA AUTO resumed operations 

at its Czech plants on 27 April. In order to ensure the best-possible health protection, the car manufacturer, in 

coordination with its social partner KOVO, has introduced a comprehensive set of safety precautions 

containing more than 80 individual measures for all areas of the business. To this end, the ŠKODA AUTO 

workforce must wear a face mask or respirator at work, regularly disinfect their hands as well as work objects, 

and keep a safe distance from each other. When entering the factory premises, employees are also subjected 

to random body-temperature measurements. 

 

In addition to the protective measures in production, the car manufacturer’s staff at the three Czech sites can 

be tested for SARS-CoV-2 antibodies free of charge. The company is thus taking a further step towards 

effectively combating the spread of the virus. 

 

Bohdan Wojnar, ŠKODA AUTO Board Member for Human Resources, explained, “The Safe Production and 

Safe Office concept with its comprehensive hygiene guidelines and rules of conduct remains the basis for the 

best-possible health protection at ŠKODA’s sites. By providing access to rapid coronavirus tests on a 

voluntary basis, we are now helping with detecting potential infections earlier and more comprehensively, 

thus allowing us to react more quickly with the appropriate measures precisely where they are needed.” 

 

Rapid antibody testing for SARS-CoV-2 does not detect the pathogen itself, but instead identifies if people 

have been infected. The tests are carried out at ŠKODA AUTO’s clinics in Mladá Boleslav and Kvasiny, and 

at the Klaudiánova Hospital in Mladá Boleslav. Subsequently they are evaluated by an experienced 

laboratory service provider.  

 

Employees and temporary workers at the Kvasiny plant arriving from Poland will have to be tested. ŠKODA 

AUTO is therefore providing a daily capacity of up to 250 tests in Rychnov nad Kněžnou between 19 and 

31 May for the staff members concerned, so they can return to their workplaces in the Kvasiny plant as 

planned. The tests are performed by nurses employed by the hospital in Rychnov nad Kněžnou and in 

Náchod. They are supported by the local fire brigade and by employees from the car manufacturer’s human 

resources department.  

 

ŠKODA AUTO is cooperating with the Hradec Králové region, the town of Rychnov nad Kněžnou, its social 

partner KOVO and the Czech State Police in organising the series of tests. Kvasiny is located about 30 km 

from the Czech–Polish border and about 150 km from the Polish city of Wroclaw. 

 

https://skoda-storyboard.com/
https://twitter.com/skodaautonews
https://www.skoda-storyboard.com/en/press-releases/skoda-auto-resumes-production-at-its-czech-plants/
https://www.skoda-storyboard.com/en/press-releases/skoda-auto-resumes-production-at-its-czech-plants/
https://www.skoda-storyboard.com/en/press-releases/commencing-27-april-skoda-auto-to-resume-production-with-protective-measures/
https://www.skoda-storyboard.com/en/press-releases/commencing-27-april-skoda-auto-to-resume-production-with-protective-measures/
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Further information: 

Tomáš Kotera 

Head of Corporate Communications 

tomas.kotera@skoda-auto.cz  

T +420 326 811 773 

Kamila Biddle 

Spokesperson – Production, HR and 

Environment 

kamila.biddle@skoda-auto.cz 

T +420 730 862 599 
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ŠKODA AUTO offers its workforce free rapid 

coronavirus antibody tests  

They do not detect the pathogen itself, but instead identify if 

people have had coronavirus infection. To date, more than 

1,000 ŠKODA AUTO employees have taken advantage of 

this rapid antibody testing. 

 

Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

 

ŠKODA AUTO offers its workforce free rapid 

coronavirus antibody tests  

With this series of tests, ŠKODA is taking yet another step 

to reduce the risk of coronavirus infection in the workplace. 

They complement the company’s set of over 80 safety 

measures covering all areas of the business, which ŠKODA 

has defined together with its social partner, the KOVO 

Union. 

 

Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

 

ŠKODA AUTO  
› is this year celebrating 125 years since the company was founded during the pioneering era of the automobile in 1895, making it 

one of the longest-established car manufacturers in the world. 
› currently offers its customers nine passenger-car series: the CITIGO, FABIA, RAPID, SCALA, OCTAVIA and SUPERB as well as 

the KAMIQ, KAROQ and KODIAQ. 
› delivered 1.24 million vehicles to customers around the world in 2019. 
› has been part of Volkswagen Group since 1991. Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful vehicle manufacturers in the 

world. In association with the Group, ŠKODA AUTO independently develops and manufactures vehicles, as well as components 
such as engines and transmissions. 

› operates at three locations in the Czech Republic; manufactures in China, Russia, Slovakia and India mainly through Group 
partnerships, as well as in Ukraine and Kazakhstan with local partners. 

› employs approximately 42,000 people globally and is active in more than 100 markets. 
› is pressing ahead with the transformation from a traditional car manufacturer into the ‘Simply Clever company for the best 

mobility solutions’ as part of the ŠKODA 2025 Strategy. 
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