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Milestone in key market: ŠKODA AUTO has manufactured 
750,000 vehicles in Russia 
 
› The 750,000th ŠKODA made in Russia rolls off the production line 
› The milestone vehicle is a KODIAQ SUV, which is particularly popular in Russia 
› This achievement demonstrates the importance of the Russian market for ŠKODA AUTO 
› ŠKODA AUTO assumes group responsibility for overseeing the Russian market 
 
Mladá Boleslav, 9 April 2021 – ŠKODA AUTO is celebrating a historic event in Russia: since the 
start of production in 2009, 750,000 vehicles have been built. The milestone model, a ŠKODA 
KODIAQ, rolled off the production line in Nizhny Novgorod. The SUV is very popular in Russia, 
with ŠKODA AUTO delivering 20,600 units last year alone. 
 
Michael Oeljeklaus, ŠKODA Board Member for Production and Logistics, explains the significance of 
the achievement: “As of today, ŠKODA has produced three-quarters of a million vehicles in Russia. On 
this special milestone, I congratulate our entire workforce in Nizhny Novgorod and Kaluga. This is a 
great motivation to continue the success story. By manufacturing vehicles in the region, we can offer 
our customers excellent value for money as well as short delivery times, and respond quickly to 
changing market conditions. Local production is an important foundation for our long-term 
development strategy in the Russian market.”  
 
Russia – a market full of potential 
Russia is a key market for ŠKODA AUTO, and the brand has consolidated its position there in recent 
years: in 2020 alone, it was able to increase market share to 6.8%. With annual deliveries of more 
than 94,000 vehicles, Russia is now the third-largest sales market for the Czech car manufacturer. But 
that is not the only reason the region is important for the brand: ŠKODA AUTO now has responsibility 
within Volkswagen Group for overseeing the Russian, CIS and North African markets, bringing the 
experience gained in the emerging markets, especially India. 
 
ŠKODA AUTO has many years of experience in Russia, having produced vehicles there since 2009, 
which started with the second-generation OCTAVIA at the Kaluga factory. In 2012, the partner plant in 
Nizhny Novgorod commenced build-to-order production. Today, ŠKODA KAROQ is assembled here 
by full cycle. This process involves the complete assembly of individual vehicle components, including 
assembly of the body and painting the car. 
 
Currently, the Kaluga factory exclusively produces only one ŠKODA model and that is the ŠKODA 
RAPID, which was updated in May 2020. The model boasts all the strengths and features typical of a 
ŠKODA, and caters to the preferences of Russian customers perfectly. The ŠKODA KAROQ, the 
KODIAQ and the quintessence of the brand, the fourth-generation OCTAVIA, are being built at the 
Nizhny Novgorod plant. 
 
The ŠKODA KODIAQ – one of the brand’s most sought-after models 
In September 2019, around two years after the start of production, the KODIAQ reached the milestone 
of 250,000 units. In 2020 alone, the Czech carmaker delivered 131,600 KODIAQs to customers 
worldwide. This makes it – after the OCTAVIA and KAROQ – one of the bestselling ŠKODA models. 
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The KODIAQ is also very popular in Russia. With 20,600 units sold, more than one in five ŠKODAs 
delivered last year was a model from this range. The SUV has been rolling off the line in Nizhny 
Novgorod since February 2018.  
 
Key milestones – ŠKODA AUTO in Russia 
› 2009: The first ŠKODA built in Kaluga rolls off the production line 
› 2012: Sees the production of the 100,000th ŠKODA in Russia 
› 2012: The second plant, in Nizhny Novgorod, starts production 
› 2017: The KODIAQ marks the brand’s SUV debut in the Russian market 
› 2018: 500,000 ŠKODA vehicles have been built in Russia so far 
› 2021: ŠKODA AUTO has manufactured 750,000 vehicles in Russia 
 
 
Further information: 

Tomáš Kotera 
Head of Corporate and Internal 
Communications 
tomas.kotera@skoda-auto.cz 
T +420 326 811 773 

Martina Gillichová 
Spokesperson – Production, Logistics and HR 
martina.gillichova@skoda-auto.cz 
T +420 730 862 526 
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ŠKODA AUTO has manufactured 750,000 vehicles in 
Russia  
ŠKODA AUTO is celebrating a historic event in Russia: 
since the start of production in 2009, 750,000 vehicles have 
been built. The milestone model, a ŠKODA KODIAQ, rolled 
off the production line at the partner plant in Nizhny 
Novgorod.  
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ŠKODA AUTO  
› is focusing on three priorities with its ‘NEXT LEVEL ŠKODA’ program for the future: expanding the model portfolio 

towards entry-level segments, exploring new markets for further growth in the volume segment and making tangible 
progress in sustainability and diversity. 

› currently offers its customers ten passenger-car series: the CITIGOeiV, FABIA, RAPID, SCALA, OCTAVIA and SUPERB 
as well as the KAMIQ, KAROQ, KODIAQ and ENYAQ iV. 

› delivered over one million vehicles to customers around the world in 2020.  
› has belonged to the Volkswagen Group for 30 years. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful vehicle 

manufacturers in the world. In association with the Group, ŠKODA AUTO independently develops and manufactures 
vehicles, as well as components, engines and transmissions. 

› operates at three locations in the Czech Republic; manufactures in China, Russia, Slovakia and India mainly through 
Group partnerships, as well as in Ukraine with a local partner.  

› employs approximately 42,000 people globally and is active in more than 100 markets. 


