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Optimal pedestrian protection: an important aspect 
of vehicle development at ŠKODA AUTO 
 

› ŠKODA prioritises active and passive safety across all models  

› Special design features of the body and numerous assistance systems ensure even better 

protection for pedestrians and cyclists 

› Comprehensive physical tests carried out at dedicated pedestrian protection laboratory 

since 2011  

 

Mladá Boleslav, 16 February 2022 – Pedestrians, cyclists and motorcyclists need extra 

protection on the road, which is why in all stages of vehicle development, ŠKODA AUTO 

pays particular attention to pedestrian protection. 

 

Radek Urbiš, Head of Vehicle Safety Development at ŠKODA AUTO, emphasises: “The safety of 

pedestrians and people on two wheels is always a priority when developing a new ŠKODA model. 

This starts with the vehicle design and includes comprehensive test procedures as well as modern 

driver assistance systems that prevent an accident from happening in the first place.” 

 

Current ŠKODA models’ high standard of pedestrian protection is underlined by the results in the 

European New Car Assessment Programme (Euro NCAP), the reference test for crash safety. 

Both the new FABIA and the electric ENYAQ iV were named best-in-class vehicles for the 

2021 test year. 

  

During the development phase of a new ŠKODA model, over 200 different pedestrian safety tests 

are carried out. The physical tests performed at the Aurel CZ laboratory focus on the areas of the 

human body that are most vulnerable in the event of an accident. The prescribed tests with these 

so-called ‘impactors’ include simulating an accident involving the head of an adult or child hitting the 

bonnet or windscreen, and a test body’s thigh colliding with the bonnet and the lower leg hitting the 

front bumper.  

 

All new ŠKODA models are designed with maximum pedestrian protection in mind. This means, for 

example, that there must be sufficient space between components such as the engine, 

shock absorbers, bonnet hinge, bonnet lock and the windscreen wiper axles to cushion a possible 

impact through deformation of the bonnet. The front edge of the bonnet is also shaped to optimise 

safety. It has no sharp edges or non-essential hard structures. Pedestrian protection is also 

enhanced thanks to an energy-absorbing material fitted in front of the bumper’s steel reinforcement. 

 

In addition, assistance systems are available for ŠKODA models that actively support the driver in 

preventing collisions with pedestrians or cyclists. These include Front Assist with anticipatory 

pedestrian and cyclist protection as well as Collision Avoidance Assist, which enables controlled 

avoidance. In addition, Exit Warning alerts the driver and passengers to vehicles, cyclists or 

motorcyclists approaching from behind when a door is opened. 

 

 

 

 

https://twitter.com/skodaautonews
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Further information: 

Christian Heubner   Štěpán Řehák 

Head of Product Communications   Spokesperson Product Communications  

T +420 730 862 420   T +420 734 298 614 

christian.heubner@skoda-auto.cz  stepan.rehak@skoda-auto.cz 
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of vehicle development at ŠKODA AUTO 

ŠKODA AUTO prioritises pedestrian protection during 

vehicle development. The company has been carrying 

out comprehensive physical tests at a dedicated 

laboratory since 2011.  
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ŠKODA AUTO 

› is successfully steering through the new decade with the NEXT LEVEL – ŠKODA STRATEGY 2030.  
› aims to be one of the five best-selling brands in Europe by 2030 with an attractive line-up in the entry-level segments 

and additional e-models. 
› is emerging as the leading European brand in India, Russia and North Africa. 
› currently offers its customers twelve passenger-car series: the FABIA, RAPID, SCALA, OCTAVIA and SUPERB as 

well as the KAMIQ, KAROQ, KODIAQ, ENYAQ iV, ENYAQ COUPÉ iV, SLAVIA and KUSHAQ. 
› delivered over 870,000 vehicles to customers around the world in 2021. 
› has been a member of the Volkswagen Group for 30 years. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful 

vehicle manufacturers in the world.  
› independently manufactures and develops not only vehicles but also components such as engines and 

transmissions in association with the Group. 
› operates at three sites in the Czech Republic; manufactures in China, Russia, Slovakia and India primarily through 

Group partnerships, as well as in Ukraine with a local partner. 
› employs 45,000 people globally and is active in over 100 markets. 
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