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ŠKODA Motorsport intensively works on improving 
weight balance of new ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 
 

› Future ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 based on the all-new fourth generation of the FABIA road car  

› Optimized weight distribution thanks to wider body and longer wheelbase 

› Rally car goes through intensive phase of testing and development 

 

Mladá Boleslav, 16 May 2022 – ŠKODA Motorsport is taking no break during the 

development process of the new generation ŠKODA FABIA Rally2. Currently, the 

technicians’ emphasis lies on perfecting the weight distribution. In this respect, the chassis 

derived from the current FABIA road car gives the engineers the chance to further improve 

the rally car’s handling characteristics. The new generation of the worldwide successful 

Rally2 vehicle especially benefits from the new FABIA’s longer wheel base. 

 

The new generation Rally2 variant of the ŠKODA FABIA is based on the all-new road car model. 

With this evolution comes a new chassis as well. As the regulations allow only minor changes in 

this area, the rally car takes advantages of the road car’s modified dimensions: The series 

production ŠKODA FABIA features a 94 millimetres longer wheelbase and 48 millimetres more in 

width.  

 

Michal Hrabánek, Head of ŠKODA Motorsport, says: “The current ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo is the 

most successful car in its category, winning events all over the world again during the ongoing 2022 

season. With the new generation Rally2 variant of the ŠKODA FABIA, we target to defend this 

position in the future. The completely new chassis is one of the key factors for even better 

competitiveness.”  

 

During the current test and development phase of the new generation ŠKODA FABIA Rally2, 

ŠKODA Motorsport puts a key emphasis on the car‘s weight balance. The longer wheelbase and 

overall larger dimensions give the engineers new options to position the car’s main components. 

To find an optimal weight distribution, ŠKODA Motorsport's engineers developed a unique method 

to change the balance of the car during test sessions, to evaluate different weight distribution 

solutions and to analyse set-ups for all types of stage surface. 

 

Jan Krasula, project leader of the development team at ŠKODA Motorsport, describes: “To make 

the most out this layout, we have started from scratch compared to the previous ŠKODA FABIA 

Rally2. For example, we were able to re-position the fuel tank. In the engine compartment, we took 

advantage of the larger space between the chassis rails. We have as well redesigned gearbox, 

clutch and flywheel to achieve less inertia and more efficiency. Also, the new generation ŠKODA 

FABIA Rally2 gets a bigger and more efficient intercooler, which would not have fit under the 

current car’s bonnet.” 

 

Emil Lindholm, reigning Finnish rally champion, says after extensively testing the development car: 

“The new generation ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 is very well balanced. The longer wheelbase makes the 

car a little bit calmer, the rear is more stable.” 
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Andreas Mikkelsen, who at the wheel of a ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo in 2021 won the WRC2 

Drivers’ title of the FIA World Rally Championship and the FIA European Rally Championship 

overall, agrees: “The balance of the car is really, really nice. That gives me a lot of confidence to 

push over jumps.” And test driver colleague Kris Meeke, a winner on FIA World Rally 

Championship level as well, sums up his experience with the new generation ŠKODA FABIA 

Rally2: “Step by step, we are making improvements in every area.” 

 

On the ŠKODA Storyboard, the drivers talk about their role during the development of a new rally 

car and look behind the scenes during a day of testing. 

 

  
Further information: 

Zbyněk Straškraba, Communications Motorsport 

P +420 605 293 168 

zbynek.straskraba@skoda-auto.cz 

http://skoda-motorsport.com 
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Video and media images: 

 

 

Video: ŠKODA Motorsport intensively works on 

improving weight balance of new ŠKODA FABIA 

Rally2 

This video recaps the latest testing sessions with the new 

Rally2 version of the ŠKODA FABIA including comments 

from test drivers Andreas Mikkelsen and Kris Meeke. 

Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

 

ŠKODA Motorsport intensively works on improving 

weight balance of new ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 

New generation ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 in full flight – 

Finnish gravel roads with their countless jumps are an 

ideal proving ground for chassis development. 

 

Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 
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ŠKODA Motorsport intensively works on improving 

weight balance of new ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 

Feedback from test drivers indicates, that the further 

developed chassis of the new generation ŠKODA FABIA 

Rally2 provides even better high-speed stability. 

 

 

Download                                Source: ŠKODA AUTO 

 

ŠKODA Motorsport  

› ŠKODA has been active in motorsport since 1901, garnering success in rallies as well as circuit racing. 
› Highlights include winning the 1981 European Touring Car Championship (ETCC) with the ŠKODA 130 RS. 
› In recent years, the ŠKODA FABIA celebrated numerous successes for the Czech manufacturer on rally stages 

worldwide. From 2009 to 2014, the ŠKODA FABIA S2000 (2.0 naturally aspirated engine, four-wheel drive) secured 
50 international titles and national rally championships. The ŠKODA FABIA S2000 also helped to win the FIA 
European Rally Championship (ERC) and the Intercontinental Rally Challenge (IRC) three times each.  

› The ŠKODA FABIA R5 (1.6 turbo engine, four-wheel drive) continued the S2000’s success story in 2015. In the 
following years, ŠKODA Motorsport factory drivers took multiple titles in the FIA World Rally Championship’s support 
category WRC2/WRC2 Pro with the models ŠKODA FABIA R5 (Rally2) and ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo. Titles went 
to Jan Kopecký (CZE), Esapekka Lappi (FIN), Pontus Tidemand (SWE), Kalle Rovanperä (FIN) and Andreas 
Mikkelsen (NOR). Supported by ŠKODA Motorsport, Toksport WRT became Team Champion of the WRC2 category 
in 2020. 

› ŠKODA Motorsport customer teams have also won titles in the FIA World Rally Championship (WRC), FIA European 
Rally Championship (ERC), the FIA African Rally Championship (ARC), the FIA North American and Central 
American Rally Championship (NACAM), the FIA South American Rally Championship (CODASUR) and the FIA 
Asia-Pacific Rally Championship (APRC).  

› In 2021, Andreas Mikkelsen (NOR, Toksport WRT) took the WRC2 Drivers’ Championship and the FIA European 
Rally Championship overall at the wheel of a ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo. 

› By the end of the 2021 season, the ŠKODA FABIA R5 (Rally2) and ŠKODA FABIA Rally2 evo had secured over 
1,500 victories and more than 3,700 podium positions in 65 countries. 

 

ŠKODA AUTO 

› is successfully steering through the new decade with the NEXT LEVEL – ŠKODA STRATEGY 2030.  
› aims to be one of the five best-selling brands in Europe by 2030 with an attractive line-up in the entry-level segments 

and additional e-models. 
› is emerging as the leading European brand in important growth markets such as India or North Africa. 
› currently offers its customers twelve passenger-car series: the FABIA, RAPID, SCALA, OCTAVIA and SUPERB as 

well as the KAMIQ, KAROQ, KODIAQ, ENYAQ iV, ENYAQ COUPÉ iV, SLAVIA and KUSHAQ. 
› delivered over 870,000 vehicles to customers around the world in 2021. 
› has been a member of the Volkswagen Group for 30 years. The Volkswagen Group is one of the most successful 

vehicle manufacturers in the world.  
› independently manufactures and develops not only vehicles but also components such as engines and 

transmissions in association with the Group. 
› operates at three sites in the Czech Republic; has additional production capacity in China, Russia, Slovakia and 

India primarily through Group partnerships, as well as in Ukraine with a local partner. 
› employs 45,000 people globally and is active in over 100 markets. 
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